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LEIBKONNAD 
 
Kogumik käsitleb leibkondade arvu, suurust, 
koosseisu, leibkondade jaotust laste arvu ja vanuse 
ning leibkonnaliikmete sotsiaal-majandusliku 
staatuse järgi. Leibkonna teemaga on lähedalt 
seotud ka järgmine, VII kogumik, mis vaatleb 
perekondi kitsamas mõistes ehk perekonnatuumi. 
 
Leibkonnad ja leibkonnaliikmed 
2000. aastal  
 
2000. aasta rahvaloenduse andmetel jagunes 
rahvastik leibkonna liigi järgi nii: 
• tavaleibkondade liikmed — 1 354 193 

(98,84%); 
• institutsioonleibkondade liikmed — 12 625 

(0,92%); 
• kodutud — 369 (0,03%).  

2865 (0,21%) isiku kuuluvus leibkonda jäi 
määramata. Tavaleibkondade liikmed jagunesid 
isiku staatuse järgi nii: 

• laps — 410 721 (30,3%); 
• abikaasa — 447 484 (33,1%); 
• vabaabielupartner — 122 404 (9%); 
• üksikvanem — 94 549 (7%); 
• üksik — 195 119 (14,4%); 
• muu — 83 916 (6,2%). 

Lasteks loeti mis tahes vanuses lapsed 
(sh täisealised) ning üksikvanemateks mis tahes 
vanuses laste vanemad. Lapse staatuses oli rohkem 
mehi, üksikvanema, üksiku ja muus staatuses aga 
rohkem naisi. 2000. aasta loenduse andmetel oli 
Eestis 85 475 üksikema ja 9074 üksikisa. Leib-
konnaliikmete jaotust staatuse järgi leibkonnas 
maakonniti näitab teemakaart 12. 

Institutsioonide elanikest elas 62% hoolekande-
asutuses, 6,7% haridusasutuses, 2,4% tervishoiu-
asutuses, 1,7% usuasutuses ning 27,2% mõnes 
muus asutuses (valdavalt kinnipidamisasutus). 
Naisi elas rohkem hoolekandeasutuses ja usuasu-
tuses, mehi aga muudes asutustes (diagramm 12). 

Loenduse andmetel oli Eestis 582 089 tava-
leibkonda. Leibkonnas oli keskmiselt 2,33 liiget. 
Linnades elas 401 294 leibkonda (68,9%) ja 
valdades 180 795 (31,1%). Linnade leibkond 
(keskmiselt 2,28 liiget) oli veidi väiksem kui 
valdade leibkond (keskmiselt 2,42 liiget). Leib-
kondade keskmist suurust haldusüksustes kajastab 
teemakaart 1.  

38% kõigist leibkondadest elas Harju maakonnas 
(sh Tallinn), järgnesid Ida-Viru (13,5%), Tartu 
(11,3%) ja Pärnu maakond (6,5%). Kõige vähem 
leibkondi elas Hiiu maakonnas (0,7%). Tallinnas 
elas leibkondadest 29,8%. Linnaleibkondade 

osatähtsus oli kõige suurem Ida-Viru (88%), Harju 
(85,8%) ja Tartu maakonnas (74,6%). Kõige 
väiksem oli linnaleibkondade osatähtsus Rapla 
(15,6%), Põlva (28,9%) ja Jõgeva maakonnas 
(34,5%).  

Ühest rahvusest liikmetega leibkondi oli 88,6%. 
Ligi kahes kolmandikus leibkondadest (64,8%) oli 
ainult eestlasest liikmeid (diagramm 3). Eri 
rahvusest liikmetega leibkondi oli 10,4%, veerandis 
neist elas vähemalt üks eestlasest liige. Ainult 
eestlastest liikmetega leibkonnad olid keskmisest 
veidi väiksemad: nendes oli keskmiselt 2,28 liiget. 
Leibkondade jaotust liikmete rahvuse järgi 
maakonniti kajastab diagramm 4. 
 
Tabel A. Leibkondade suurus, 2000 
 

Leibkonna suurus Leibkonnad  Leibkonnaliikmed 
 arv %  arv % 
   

Leibkonnad kokku 582 089 100,0 1 354 193 100,0
1 liikmega 195 119 33,5 195 119 14,4
2 liikmega 165 042 28,4 330 084 24,4
3 liikmega 109 483 18,8 328 449 24,3
4 liikmega 77 393 13,3 309 572 22,8
5 liikmega 24 683 4,2 123 415 9,1
6 või enama 
liikmega 

10 369 1,8 67 554 5,0

 
Eestile on iseloomulikud väikesed leibkonnad — 
94% leibkondadest olid 1–4 liikmega (tabel A, 
diagramm 1). Kolmandik leibkondadest oli vaid 
ühe liikmega. 71,5% kõigist leibkonnaliikmetest 
elas 2–4 liikmega leibkondades, seejuures elanike 
arv kahe, kolme ja nelja liikmega leibkondades oli 
üsna võrdne — igaühes neist üle 300 000 inimese. 
Ühe liikmega leibkondades elas veidi rohkem 
inimesi kui viie ja enama liikmega leibkondades 
kokku (üle 14%). Et valdades on sündimus olnud 
oluliselt suurem kui linnades, oli valdades ka 
suuremate leibkondade osatähtsus suurem 
(diagramm 2). Valdades oli 9,3% leibkondadest viie 
või enama liikmega, linnades oli viie või enama 
liikmega leibkondi vaid 4,6%. Väikeste ja suurte 
leibkondade osatähtsus erineb ka maakonniti 
(teemakaart 3). Kõige rohkem oli ühe liikmega 
leibkondi Võru maakonnas (38,8%) ja kõige vähem 
Hiiu maakonnas (30,9%). Viie ja enama liikmega 
leibkondi oli seevastu kõige rohkem Hiiu (10,1%) 
ning kõige vähem Ida-Viru maakonnas (3,5%). 
Tallinna leibkondadest oli 32,8% ühe liikmega ning 
4,4% viie ja enama liikmega. Ühe liikmega 
leibkondade osatähtsust haldusüksustes näitab 
teemakaart 2. 

Ühe liikmega tavaleibkondade ehk üksikute hulgas 
oli mehi 36,9% ja naisi 63,1%. Seejuures oli alla 
60-aastaste üksikute hulgas mehi veidi üle poole, 
60-aastaste ja vanemate seas vaid 20,5%. Põhjuseks 
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on meeste oluliselt lühem eluiga võrreldes naistega. 
Kõigist üksikutest leskedest oli naisi 86%. Üksikute 
hulgas oli alla 30-aastasi 18,6%, 30–59-aastasi 
33,3% ning 60-aastasi ja vanemaid 48,1%. 
Üksikutest naistest oli 60-aastasi ja vanemaid 
60,6% (diagramm 11). Rohkem kui kolmandik 
üksikutest (35,5%) pole abielus olnud. Ülejäänud 
on elu jooksul jäänud üksikuks kas lahutuse 
(20,8%), lesestumise (32,3%) või seaduslikust 
abikaasast faktilise lahuselamise tõttu (8,7%). 
Seaduslik perekonnaseis oli märkimata 2,7% 
üksikul. 

Peale ühe liikmega leibkondade oli ka kahe 
liikmega leibkondades palju vanemaealisi liikmeid. 
60-aastastest ja vanematest elas üksinda 33,1% ja 
kahe liikmega leibkonnas 45%, 75-aastastest ja 
vanematest elas üksinda 42,6% ja kahe liikmega 
leibkonnas 34,9%. Nooremate ja vanemate 
liikmetega leibkondade osatähtsust maakondades 
kajastavad teemakaart 7 ja 8. 

Leibkondade koosseisu kajastavad tabel B ning 
diagrammid 5 ja 6. 

 
Tabel B. Leibkondade koosseis, 2000 
 
Leibkonna koosseis Kõik leibkonnad Alla 18-aastaste lastega leibkonnad 
 leibkonnad leibkonnaliikmed  leibkonnad leibkonnaliikmed 

arv % arv % arv % arv %
        

Kõik leibkonnad 582 089 100,0 1 354 193 100,0 191 463 100,0 697 135 100,0
Mittepereleibkond 213 362 36,7 235 287 17,4 4 179 2,2 10 695 1,5

ühe liikmega 195 119 33,5 195 119 14,4 - - - -
mitme liikmega 18 243 3,2 40 168 3,0 4 179 2,2 10 695 1,5

Ühepereleibkond 358 201 61,5 1 065 374 78,7 177 946 92,9 638 132 91,5
abielupaar 214 028 36,8 668 696 49,4 98 461 51,4 387 666 55,6
vabaabielupaar 58 587 10,0 178 157 13,2 31 098 16,2 116 514 16,7
üksikvanem 85 586 14,7 218 521 16,1 48 387 25,3 133 952 19,2

Mitmepereleibkond 10 526 1,8 53 532 3,9 9 338 4,9 48 308 7,0
 
Kuigi mittepereleibkondi oli leibkondadest rohkem 
kui kolmandik, elas seal leibkonnaliikmetest vaid 
17,4%. Mittepereleibkonnaks loetakse peale ühe 
liikmega leibkondade need mitme liikmega 
leibkonnad, mille liikmed ei ole omavahel seotud 
kui abikaasad, vabaabielupartnerid või vanem ja 
laps. Alla 18-aastaste lastega  leibkondade hulgas 
oli mittepereleibkondi vähe. Valdav enamik 
(78,7%) tavaleibkondade rahvastikust elas 
ühepereleibkonnas. Umbes pool kõigi leibkondade 
liikmetest ja 55,6% lastega leibkondade liikmetest 
elas ühe abielupaariga leibkonnas. Mitmepere-
leibkondi, s.o leibkondi, kus on kaks paari, paar ja 
lapsega üksikvanem jms, on Eestis vähe, vaid alla 

2%. Ühepere- ja mitmepereleibkondade osatähtsust 
haldusüksustes näitavad teemakaart 5 ja 6. 
Alla 18-aastased isikud jaotusid leibkondliku 
staatuse järgi nii: 
• elas koos kahe vanemaga — 70,3%; 
• elas koos ühe vanemaga — 24,4%; 
• elas koos muude sugulaste või 

mittesugulastega — 3,7%; 
• oli üksik või institutsioonleibkonna liige — 

1,3%. 
0,3% juhul jäi staatus teadmata. 
Alla 18-aastasi lapsi oli vaid kolmandikus 
leibkondades. Valdades oli lastega leibkondade 
osatähtsus veidi suurem kui linnades. 

 
Tabel C. Alla 18-aastaste lastega leibkonnad laste arvu järgi, 2000 
 

Kogu Eesti  Linnad  Vallad Alla 18-aastaste laste arv 
leibkonnas 

arv % arv % arv % 
   

Kõik alla 18-aastaste 
lastega leibkonnad 

191 463 100,0 131 256 100,0 60 207 100,0

1 lapsega 108 552 56,7 82 000 62,5 26 552 44,1
2 lapsega 63 695 33,3 41 161 31,4 22 534 37,4
3 lapsega 14 562 7,6 6 569 5,0 7 993 13,3
4 lapsega 3 191 1,7 1 106 0,8 2 085 3,5
5 või enama lapsega 1 463 0,7  420 0,3 1 043 1,7

 
Linnades ja valdades oli alla 18-aastaste lastega 
leibkondade jaotus laste arvu järgi üsna erinev 
(tabel C). Linnades oli ühe lapsega leibkondi 
62,5%, valdades vaid 44,1%. Mitme lapsega 

leibkondade osatähtsus oli valdades oluliselt 
suurem kui linnades. Keskmiselt oli lastega 
leibkonnas 1,57 last, linnades 1,45 ja valdades 1,82. 
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Rahvaloenduse andmed võimaldavad leibkondi 
vaadelda liikmete sotsiaal-majandusliku staatuse 
järgi. 2000. aasta loendusel määrati majanduslikult 
aktiivne rahvastik ühenädalase viiteperioodi põhjal. 

Peale selle küsiti elanikelt nende 12 viimase kuu 
peamisi elatusallikaid, mis võimaldas isikud jagada 
peamiselt tööst elatuvateks (olulisim elatusallikas 
oli töö) ja ülalpeetavateks.  

 
Tabel D. Leibkonnad liikmete majandusliku aktiivsuse järgi, 2000  
(protsenti)  
 

Leibkonnaliikmete majanduslik  Kõik leibkonnad  Linnade leibkonnad  Valdade leibkonnad 
aktiivsus leib- 

konnad  
neis 
liikmeid 

leib- 
konnad  

neis 
liikmeid 

leib- 
konnad  

neis 
liikmeid 

       

Kõik leibkonnad 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 
Töötavate liikmetega  62,4 74,2 65,0 76,3 56,6 69,9 

1 töötava liikmega 35,6 35,3 37,0 35,9 32,5 34,1 
2 töötava liikmega 23,2 32,6 24,2 33,6 21,1 30,4 
3 või enama töötava liikmega 3,6 6,3 3,8 6,8 3,0 5,4 

Töötute liikmetega  13,4 16,9 13,2 16,5 13,8 17,5 
töötavaid liikmeid ei ole 6,4 6,4 6,0 5,8 7,4 7,6 

Ainult mitteaktiivsete liikmetega  30,6 19,1 28,2 17,5 35,7 22,4 
vähemalt ühe pensionäriga 25,3 15,7 23,0 14,3 30,5 18,6 

Liikmete majanduslik aktiivsus 
teadmata 

0,6 0,3 0,8 0,4 0,3 0,1 

 
62,4% leibkondadest oli töötavaid liikmeid. Neis 
leibkondades elas ligi kolmveerand tavaleib-
kondade liikmetest. Töötute liikmetega leibkondi 
oli kokku 13,4%. Leibkondi, kus oli töötuid, kuid 
polnud ühtki töötajat, oli 6,4%. Siinkohal tuleb 
arvestada, et 2000. aastal oli Eestis taasiseseisvus-
aja suurim töötuse määr. Ainult mitteaktiivsete 
liikmetega leibkondi oli 30,6%, suuremas osas neist 
oli vähemalt üks pensionär. Linnades oli võrreldes 
valdadega rohkem töötavate liikmetega leibkondi ja 
vähem töötute ning ainult mitteaktiivsete liikmetega 
leibkondi. Töötavate ja töötute liikmetega 
leibkondade osatähtsust maakondades kajastavad 
teemakaart 9 ja 10. Tavaleibkondade rahvastiku 
jaotust majandusliku aktiivsuse ja isiku staatuse 
järgi leibkonnas kajastab diagramm 16.  

Töötavate liikmetega leibkonnad olid enamasti 
suuremad — rohkem kui pooltes neist oli vähemalt 
kolm liiget (diagramm A).  

Leibkondadest, kus oli töötuid, kuid polnud 
töötajaid, oli ligi kolmandik (32,1%) ühe liikmega 
ning teine kolmandik (31%) kahe liikmega. Ainult 
mitteaktiivsete liikmetega leibkondadest oli ligi 
kaks kolmandikku ühe liikmega.  

Töötavate liikmetega leibkondade osatähtsus oli 
kõige suurem nelja ja viie liikmega leibkondade 
hulgas, kus oli enamasti mitu töötavat liiget, ja 
kõige väiksem ühe ja kahe liikmega leibkondade 
hulgas (diagramm 13). Lastega paaride ja mitme-
pereleibkondade seas oli töötavate liikmetega 
leibkondade osatähtsus suur (diagramm 14). Lasteta 
paaride hulgas oli mittetöötavate liikmetega 
leibkondi märksa rohkem, sest suur osa neist 
paaridest olid vanemad inimesed, kelle lapsed 
elasid vanematest lahus. Töötute liikmetega 
leibkondade koosseisu näitab diagramm 15. 

 
 

Diagramm A. Leibkonnad suuruse ja liikmete majandusliku aktiivsuse järgi, 2000 
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Tavaleibkondade liikmetest oli ülalpeetavaid 
394 454 (29,1%). Need on isikud, kelle peamiseks 
elatusallikaks märgiti “teiste isikute ülalpidamisel”. 
Alla 20-aastasi oli ülalpeetavatest 80,5%,  
20–24-aastasi 6,1% ning 25-aastasi ja vanemaid 
13,4%. Mitteõppivatest ülalpeetavatest hõlmasid 
enamiku töötud ning need mittetöötavad, kes ei 
vastanud töötu kriteeriumidele. Pensionärid üld-
juhul ülalpeetavate hulka ei kuulunud. Ülalpeeta-
vate liikmetega leibkondi oli 240 601 ning need 
jaotusid protsentides ülalpeetavate arvu järgi nii: 
 

Leibkonnad neis liikmeid
  

Kõik leibkonnad 100,0 100,0 
Ülalpeetavate liikmetega 41,3 59,7 

1 ülalpeetavaga 22,5 25,9 
2 ülalpeetavaga 13,1 21,6 
3 ülalpeetavaga 4,3 8,6 
4 või enama ülalpeetavaga 1,4 3,6 

 
Keskmiselt oli ülalpeetavate liikmetega 
leibkondades ülalpeetavaid 1,64, linnades 1,55 ja 
valdades 1,85. Ülalpeetavate liikmetega leib-
kondade osatähtsust maakondades kajastab 
teemakaart 11. Ligi 46 000 ülalpeetavate liikmetega 
leibkonnas polnud ühtki peamiselt tööst elatuvat 
liiget, neist 13 000 leibkonda olid ühe liikmega. 
Ülejäänud leibkondades ületas ülalpeetavate arv 
peamiselt tööst elatuvate liikmete arvu 29,7% 
juhtudel, oli sellega võrdne 43,1% leibkondades 
ning väiksem 27,2% leibkondades.  
 

Leibkonnad 1922. ja 1934. aasta 
rahvaloendusel 
Eesti leibkondade koosseisu iseloomustavad 
1922. ja 1934. aasta rahvaloenduse andmed mõne-
võrra erinevalt. 1922. aasta loendusel vaadeldi vaid 
sugulastest koosnevaid leibkondi. Leibkonna-
liikmeks loeti ka need lahus elavad isikud, kes said 
ülalpidamise leibkonnalt. 1934. aasta loendusel 
käsitleti leibkonda isikute majanduslikust sidemest 
lähtuvalt. Leibkonnaks loeti kõik ühiselt toidul 
(leival) olevad isikud, olgu need leibkonnapea 
perekonnaliikmed või võõrad, nagu teenijad, 
kostilised, allüürnikud jt. Erinevusi oli ka leibkonna 
koosseisu käsitlemisel ja üksikute arvestamisel. 
1934. ja 2000. aasta loendusel määratleti leibkonda 
ühtmoodi. Erinevus on vaid selles, et 1934. aasta 
andmed on faktilise rahvastiku, 2000. aasta andmed 
aga alalise rahvastiku kohta. 
1922. aasta loendusel loendati Eesti tolleaegsel 
territooriumil 234 340 kahe ja enama liikmega 
leibkonda (perekonda) ning 142 683 üksikut, kaasa 
arvatud ühiselukohtades (s.o institutsioonides ja 
ühiselamutes) viibivad isikud. Kahe ja enama 
liikmega leibkondades oli 1922. aastal keskmiselt 
4,1 liiget ning neis elas 87,1% kogurahvastikust.  
1934. aastal loendati 268 493 kahe ja enama 
liikmega leibkonda ning 77 001 üksikut. Peale selle 
elas ühiselukohtades 19 469 isikut, neist 8 061 
teenis kaitseväes. Kahe ja enama liikmega 
leibkondades oli keskmiselt 3,9 liiget. Neis 
leibkondades elas 92,1% kogurahvastikust. Leib-
kondade jaotust suuruse järgi kajastab tabel E.  

 
Tabel E. Kahe ja enama liikmega leibkondade suurus, 1934 
 

Leibkonna suurus1 Leibkonnad  Leibkonnaliikmed 
 arv % arv % 

     

Kõik kahe ja enama liikmega leibkonnad 268 493 100,0 1 040 724 100,0 
2 liikmega 68 526 25,5 137 052 13,2 
3 liikmega 64 675 24,1 194 025 18,6 
4 liikmega 53 192 19,8 212 768 20,4 
5 liikmega 37 175 13,8 185 875 17,9 
6 liikmega 22 301 8,3 133 806 12,8 
7 liikmega 11 989 4,5 83 923 8,1 
8 või enama liikmega 10 635 4,0 93 275 9,0 

 
Kahe ja enama liikmega leibkondade arv ja 
koosseis aastatel 1959–2000 
 
Endises Nõukogude Liidus korraldatud loendustel 
loendati perekondi, mitte leibkondi. Perekonnana 
mõisteti kooselavaid isikuid, kes olid seotud 
suguluse või hõimluse kaudu ja kellel oli ühine 
eelarve. Omaette elanikekategooriatena vaadeldi 
lahuselavaid perekonnaliikmeid2 ja üksikuid3.  

Nimetatud loenduste perekonna mõiste erines 
2000. aastal kasutatud (tava)leibkonna mõistest 
põhiliselt kahe järgmise tunnuse poolest: 
1) perekonnas pidi olema vähemalt kaks inimest, 

kuid (tava)leibkonna võis moodustada ka üks 
inimene  

2) perekonna moodustasid ainult sugulased ja 
hõimlased, leibkonnaliikmed aga ei pidanud 
olema kõik omavahel suguluses. 

 
 

1 Kaasa arvatud leibkonnapead, kes loenduse ajal olid oma leibkonna juurest ajutiselt ära. 
2 Lahuselavate perekonnaliikmetena vaadeldi neid, kes elasid perekonnast alaliselt lahus, kuid kellel oli perekonnaga 

regulaarne materiaalne seos, samuti ajutiselt perekonnast lahus elavaid perekonnaliikmeid. 
3 Üksikuteks loeti isikud, kellel polnud perekonda või kellel küll oli perekond, kuid kes elasid sellest alaliselt lahus ning neil 

ei olnud sellega ühist eelarvet ega regulaarset materiaalset seost.  
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Järgnevalt on perekond ülaltoodud tähenduses 
loetud üldjoontes vastavaks 2000. aasta loenduse 
mitme liikmega leibkonnale. 2000. aasta loendus 
näitas, et valdav osa mitme liikmega leibkondadest 
koosnes ainult sugulastest. Mittesugulasi oli vaid 
5324 leibkonnas, s.o kõigist leibkondadest 0,9% ja 
mitme liikmega leibkondadest 1,4%. Kõigi 
leibkondade liikmetest oli mittesugulasi 0,6% ja 
mitme liikmega leibkondade liikmetest 0,7%. 
Ainult mittesugulastest koosnes ligi 1900 
leibkonda, neist enamik oli kahe liikmega. Kõige 

rohkem oli mittesugulasi 16–30-aastaste noorte 
hulgas. Arvestades ülaltoodut, on edaspidi 
Nõukogude-aegset perekonda käsitletud kui mitme 
liikmega leibkonda, mis hoolimata nüansi-
erinevustest võimaldab üldjoontes jälgida aja-
vahemikul 1959–2000 toimunud muutusi leib-
kondade arvus, suuruses ja koosseisus. Ühe 
liikmega leibkonnad on võrdlustest varasemate 
aastatega välja jäetud, sest üksikute ja lahuselavate 
perekonnaliikmete hulgast ei ole võimalik otseselt 
eristada institutsioonide elanikke1. 

 
Tabel F. Kahe ja enama liikmega leibkonnad 
 

 1959 1970 1979 1989 2000 
  

Kahe ja enama liikmega leibkonnad 308 613 357 687 394 425 426 843 386 970 
Leibkonnaliikmed 956 344 1 124 927 1 218 814 1 328 797 1 159 074 
Leibkonaliikmete osatähtsus 80,3 83,0 83,2 84,9 84,6 
kogurahvastikus, %  
Leibkonna keskmine suurus 3,10 3,15 3,09 3,11 3,00 
 
Kuigi leibkondade ja leibkonnaliikmete arv on 
40 aasta jooksul oluliselt muutunud, on mitme 
liikmega leibkonna keskmine suurus püsinud sel 
ajavahemikul enam-vähem 3,1 liikme piires 
(tabel F). Vaid 2000. aastal see näitaja vähenes. 
Leibkondade arvu järjepidev kasv 1959. aastast 
kuni 1989. aastani ning sellele järgnenud langus 
2000.  aastal  on  toimunud   peaaegu   sünkroonselt  

leibkonnaliikmete arvu muutusega. Kahe ja enama 
liikmega leibkondade arvu vähenemist maa-
kondades 1989. aasta ja 2000. aasta loenduse 
vahelisel ajal näitab teemakaart 4. 

Mitme liikmega leibkondade hulgas on 40 viimase 
aasta jooksul olnud kõige rohkem kahe liikmega 
leibkondi (tabel G, diagramm B). Alates 1959. aas-
tast on nende arv pidevalt kasvanud.  

 
Tabel G. Kahe ja enama liikmega leibkondade suurus  
(protsenti) 
 

Leibkonna suurus 1959 1970 1979 1989 2000 
   

Kõik kahe ja enama liikmega leibkonnad 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 
2 liikmega 39,4 35,1 36,7 38,2 42,6 
3 liikmega 30,0 30,9 30,9 27,6 28,3 
4 liikmega 18,5 23,0 23,0 23,7 20,0 
5 liikmega 7,8 7,9 6,8 7,4 6,4 
6 või enama liikmega 4,3 3,1 2,6 3,1 2,7 

 
 

Diagramm B. Kahe ja enama liikmega leibkondade suurus, 1959–2000 
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1 Kaudseid hinnanguid võib teha elatusallikate põhjal. 
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Nimetatud kasv on toimunud nii lasteta paaride1, 
lapsega2 üksikvanemate kui ka muu koosseisuga 
leibkondade arvel. Vaid pärast 1989. aastat vähenes 
üksikvanemate leibkondade arv mõnevõrra.  
Kolme liikmega leibkondade arv kasvas aja-
vahemikul 1959–1979. Seejärel nimetatud arv 
mõningal määral vähenes, mis oli tingitud ühe 
lapsega paaride oluliselt vähenenud arvust. Aastatel 
1979–1989 seondub nimetatud langus teise lapse, 
s.o neljanda liikme lisandumisega leibkonda, pärast 
1989. aastat aga sündimuse järsu langusega. Nelja 
liikmega leibkondade oluliselt vähenenud arv pärast 

1989. aastat on tingitud põhiliselt kahe lapsega 
abielu- või vabaabielupaaride arvu vähenemisest 
79 352-st 5 8561-ni. Pärast 1989. aasta loendust on 
järsult vähenenud ka suurte leibkondade arv — viie 
liikmega leibkondade arv vähenes 31 525-st 
24 683-ni (21,7%) ning kuue ja enama liikmega 
leibkondade arv 13 360-st 10 369-ni (22,4%).  
Kõigi kahe ja enama liikmega leibkondade jaotus 
koosseisu järgi on esitatud tabelis H. Abielu- ja 
vabaabielupaarina vaadeldakse siin nii lastega kui 
ka lasteta paare.  

 
Tabel H. Kahe ja enama liikmega leibkondade koosseis  
 

Leibkonna koosseis 1970 1979 1989 2000 
     
Absoluutarvud     
Kõik kahe ja enama liikmega leibkonnad 357 687 394 425 426 843 386 970 

abielu- või vabaabielupaar 244 255 273 481 282 074 250 151 
paar koos muu(de) isiku(te)ga3 38 983 36 562 38 804 28 265 
kaks või enam paari koos muude isikutega või 
ilma nendeta 

4 107 5 749 8 264 3 245 

ema või isa lapsega (lastega) 52 661 61 570 73 794 70 639 
ema või isa lapsega (lastega) ja 
lapse ema või isa ühe vanemaga 

9 9204 7 002 8 744 6 185 

muu koosseisuga 7 761 10 061 15 163 28 4855 
Protsendid  
Kõik kahe ja enama liikmega leibkonnad 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 

abielu- või vabaabielupaar 68,3 69,3 66,1 64,6 
paar koos muu(de) isiku(te)ga 10,9 9,3 9,1 7,3 
kaks või enam paari koos muude 
isikutega või ilma nendeta 

1,1 1,5 1,9 0,8 

ema või isa lapsega (lastega) 14,7 15,6 17,3 18,3 
ema või isa lapsega (lastega) ja 
lapse ema või isa ühe vanemaga 

2,8 1,8 2,0 1,6 

muu koosseisuga 2,2 2,5 3,6 7,4 

 
Aastatel 1970–2000 olid ülekaalus ühe abielu- või 
vabaabielupaariga leibkonnad. Pärast 1979. aastat 
nende osatähtsus vähenes. Kahe ja enama paariga 
leibkondi oli vaadeldaval ajavahemikul vähe, 
2000. aastal langes nende osatähtsus alla 1%. Samal 
ajal, kui ühe paariga leibkondade osatähtsus 
vähenes, suurenes üksikvanemaga leibkondade 
osatähtsus. Enamik üksikvanemate leibkondi on 
tekkinud pärast perekonna lagunemist või abikaasa 
surma. 2000. aastal oli kõigist üksikvanematest 
33,9% lahutatud, 24,9% lesed ja 18,3% seaduslikus 
abielus, kuid abikaasast tegelikult lahuselavad. Alla 
18-aastaste lastega üksikvanematest oli lahuta-
tuid 36,7%, leski 8,7% ning seaduslikust abikaasast 

lahuselavaid 22%. Varasemate aastatega võrreldes 
suurenes muu koosseisuga leibkondade arv.  
2000. aastal oli vaid pooltel mitme liikmega 
leibkondadel alaealisi (alla 18-aastasi) lapsi. 
Lastega leibkondade osatähtsus on alates 
1979. aastast pidevalt vähenenud. 1979. aastal oli 
alla 18-aastaste lastega leibkondi kõigist mitme 
liikmega leibkondadest 59,1%, 1989. aastal 56,7% 
ning 2000. aastal vaid 49,5%. Suuremal määral on 
vähenenud nooremate lastega leibkondade arv ja 
osatähtsus (diagramm 7).  
Kui mitme liikmega leibkondi oli 2000. aastal  
ja 1979. aastal enam-vähem võrdselt, siis näiteks  
alla 8-aastaste lastega leibkondade arv hõlmas 
 

 
 

1 Paarina käsitletakse nii abielu- kui ka vabaabielupaare. 
2 Kui laste vanust ei ole täpsustatud, siis peetakse siin ja edaspidi silmas mis tahes vanuses lapsi, sh täisealisi lapsi. 
3 Muudeks isikuteks on loetud muu hulgas ka üksikvanemad koos lapsega (lastega). Kuigi 2000. aasta leibkondade 

klassifikatsioon käsitleb muu isikuna vaid perekonnatuuma mittekuuluvaid isikuid, on tabelis H võrreldavuse huvides 
lähtutud varasemate aastate leibkondade (perekondade) klassifikatsioonist. 

4 Leibkondades on ka teisi sugulasi peale vanema. 
5 Neist üle 10 000 oli leibkondi, kus peale üksikvanema ja lapse (laste) on veel teisi isikuid (peale üksikvanema vanema) või 

teisi üksikvanemaid; rohkem kui 16 000 leibkonda koosnes sugulastest, kes ei moodustanud omavahel perekonnatuuma ja 
ligi 1900 leibkonda koosnes ainult mittesugulastest. 
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2000. aastal 1979. aasta tasemest 61,9% ja alla  
1-aastaste lastega leibkondade arv kõigest 56,2%. 
See oli tingitud sündimuse järsust langusest 
1990. aastatel. Lastega leibkondade hulgas on 1979. 
ja 1989. aasta vahel ühe lapsega leibkondade 
osatähtsus vähenenud ja mitme lapsega leibkondade 
osatähtsus suurenenud  (tabel I). Pärast 1989. aastat  

ilmnes vastupidine tendents — ühe lapsega 
leibkondade osatähtsus suurenes 2000. aastaks 
56,7%-ni, kahe lapsega leibkondade osatähtsus 
kahanes 33,3%-ni ning kolme ja enama lapsega 
leibkondade osatähtsus jäi umbes 1989. aasta 
tasemele (2000. aastal 10,0%) (diagramm 8). 

 
Tabel I. Alla 18-aastaste lastega leibkonnad laste arvu järgi 
 

Alla 18-aastasi lapsi  Leibkonnad, arv  Leibkonnad, protsenti 
leibkonnas 1979 1989 2000 1979 1989 2000
  
Kõik lastega 
leibkonnad 

233 139 241 850 191 463 100,0 100,0 100,0

1 lapsega  130 641 122 519 108 552 56,0 50,7 56,7
2 lapsega 82 806 94 234 63 695 35,5 39,0 33,3
3 lapsega 15 144 19 480 14 562 6,5 8,0 7,6
4 lapsega 2 996 3 642 3 191 1,3 1,5 1,7
5 või enama lapsega 1 552 1 975 1 463 0,7 0,8 0,7

 
Alla 18-aastaste laste arv vähenes mitme liikmega 
leibkondades kahe viimase loenduse vahel 88 279 
võrra ehk 22,4%. Kokku vähenes leibkonnaliikmete 
arv sel ajal 12,8%. Kõige rohkem elas alla  
18-aastasi lapsi nelja liikmega leibkondades 
(diagramm 9). Tingituna laste vähenenud arvust ja 
üksikvanemate leibkondade suurenenud osatähtsu-
sest on pärast 1989. aastat mõnevõrra vähenenud 
nelja liikmega leibkondades elavate laste osatähtsus 

ning kasvanud kahe ja kolme liikmega 
leibkondades elavate laste osatähtsus. Umbes kaks 
kolmandikku alaealistest lastest elas abielu- või 
vabaabielupaariga leibkonnas, kus ei ole muid 
isikuid (diagramm 10). Võrreldes 1989. aastaga on 
vähenenud abielu- või vabaabielupaaridega leib-
kondades elavate laste osatähtsus ja suurenenud 
üksikvanema leibkondades elavate laste osatähtsus.  

 
Tabel J. Kahe ja enama liikmega leibkonnad liikmete rahvuse järgi 
(protsenti) 
 

Leibkonnaliikmete rahvus 1970 1979 1989 2000
 
Kõik kahe ja enama liikmega 
leibkonnad 

100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0

Ühest rahvusest 86,4 84,2 82,7 83,8
eestlased 65,0 59,6 56,2 61,5
venelased 18,6 22,0 23,8 20,6
muud rahvused 2,8 2,6 2,7 1,7

Eri rahvusest 13,6 15,8 17,3 15,6
Vähemalt ühe liikme rahvus teadmata 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,6
 
Muutunud on ka leibkondade rahvuskoosseis 
(tabel J). Ühest rahvusest liikmetega leibkondade 
osatähtsus vähenes kuni 1989. aastani. Eriti kiiresti 
vähenes ainult eestlastest liikmetega leibkondade 
osatähtsus, mille põhjustas ulatuslik rahvastiku  

sisseränne erinevatest NSV Liidu piirkondadest. 
Pärast 1989. aasta loendust on eestlaste leibkondade 
osatähtsus mitte-eestlaste väljarände tõttu 
kasvanud. Mõnevõrra kasvas ühest rahvusest 
leibkondade osatähtsus tervikuna.  
 
 

 
HOUSEHOLDS 
 
The current publication covers the number, size and 
composition of households, the distribution of 
households by number and age of children and 
socio-economic status of household members. The 
next, the seventh publication, which observes 
families in a narrower sense, i.e. the family nuclei, 
is also closely connected with the household topic.  
 

Households and household members in 2000 
 

The distribution of the population by type of 
household according to the 2000 Census was as 
follows: 
• private household members — 1,354,193 

(98.84%); 
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• institutional household members — 12,625 
(0.92%); 

• homeless persons — 369 (0.03%).  
The household of 2,865 persons (0.21%) remained 
unspecified. Private household members divided by 
the person’s status in the household as follows: 
• child — 410,721 (30.3%); 
• spouse — 447,484 (33.1%); 
• cohabitant — 122,404 (9%); 
• lone parent — 94,549 (7%); 
• person living alone — 195,119 (14.4%); 
• other status — 83,916 (6.2%). 
Children regardless of their age (incl. adults) were 
considered to be children and lone parents 
regardless of their children’s age were considered 
lone parents. More men were in a status of a child, 
while more women either had the status of a lone 
parent or lived alone or had another status. 
According to the data of the 2000 Population 
Census there were 85,475 lone mothers and 9,074 
lone fathers in Estonia. The thematic map 12 shows 
the distribution of household members by their 
status in the household by counties. 
Of residents of institutions, 62% lived in social 
welfare institutions, 6.7% lived in educational, 
2.4% in health care, 1.7% in religious and 27.2% 
in other institutions (mainly in penal institutions). 
Women outnumbered men in social welfare and 
religious institutions but were in minority in other 
institutions (diagram 12). 
According to the Census data, there were 582,089 
private households in Estonia. Households included 
on an average 2.33 members. 401,294 (68.9%) 
households lived in cities and 180,795 (31.1%) in 
rural municipalities. Households in cities were 
slightly smaller (on an average 2.28 members) than 
in rural municipalities (on an average 2.42 
members). The thematic map 1 shows the average 
size of households in administrative units. 
38% of all households lived in Harju county (incl. 
Tallinn), followed by Ida-Viru (13.5), Tartu 
(11.3%) and Pärnu counties (6.5%). The number of 
households was the smallest in Hiiu county (0.7%). 
29.8% of households lived in Tallinn. The share of 
the households of cities was the largest in Ida-Viru 
(88%), Harju (85.8%) and Tartu (74.6%) counties. 
The share of the households of cities was the 
smallest in Rapla (15.6%), Põlva (28.9%) and 
Jõgeva (34.5%) counties.  
88.6% of households were mono-ethnic, i.e 
included members of the same ethnic nationality. 
About two thirds of households (64.8%) included 
members of only Estonian nationality (diagram 3). 
10.4% of households were multi-ethnic. One fourth 
of multi-ethnic households included at least one 
Estonian member. Households with only Estonian 
members were slightly smaller than average: with 

2.28 members on average. Diagram 4 presents the 
distribution of households by the ethnic nationality 
of household members by counties. 
 
Table A. Size of households, 2000 
 

Size of household Households Household members
number % number % 

   
Households total 582 089 100.0 1 354 193 100.0

with 1 member 195 119 33.5 195 119 14.4
with 2 members 165 042 28.4 330 084 24.4
with 3 members 109 483 18.8 328 449 24.3
with 4 members 77 393 13.3 309 572 22.8
with 5 members 24 683 4.2 123 415 9.1
with 6 or more 
members 

10 369 1.8 67 554 5.0

 
Small households are characteristic of Estonia — 
94% of households included 1–4 members (table A, 
diagram 1). One third of households had only one 
member. Of all household members, 71.5% lived in 
households with 2–4 members. The total number of 
residents in households with two, three or four 
members was fairly equal — over 300,000 persons 
in each. Slightly more people lived in one-person 
households than in households with five or more 
members (over 14%). As the birth rate has been 
substantially higher in rural municipalities than in 
cities, the proportion of larger households was also 
larger in rural municipalities (diagram 2). In rural 
municipalities, 9.3% of households included five or 
more members, while the proportion of such 
households in cities was only 4.6%. The proportion 
of small and large households differs also by 
counties (thematic map 3). The share of one-person 
households was the largest in Võru county (38.8%) 
and the smallest in Hiiu county (30.9%). However, 
the share of households with five or more members 
was the largest in Hiiu county (10.1%) and the 
smallest in Ida-Viru county (3.5%). In Tallinn 
32.8% of households were one-person households 
and 4.4% were households with five or more 
members. The thematic map 2 shows the proportion 
of one-person households. 
Among the members of one-person households, i.e. 
persons living alone, 36.9% were men and 63.1% 
were women. Slightly more than half of under 60-
year-old persons living alone were men, however, 
men accounted for only 20.5% of over 60-year-old 
persons living alone. The reason is the considerably 
shorter lifetime of males compared to that of 
females. Of all widowed persons living alone, 86% 
were women. Among persons living alone, 18.6% 
were aged under 30, 33.3% were aged 30–59 and 
48.1% were 60 years old and older. Of females 
living alone, 60.6% were aged 60 and older 
(diagram 11). More than one third of persons living 
alone (35.5%) had never been married. The rest of 
persons had remained alone after the divorce 
(20.8%), upon the death of their partner (32.3%) or 
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after separation from their legal spouse (8.7%). 
The legal marital status was not specified in the 
case of 2.7% persons living alone. Besides one-
person households, there were also many older 
members in two-person households. Of over 60-
year-old persons, 33.1% lived alone and 45% lived 

in two-person households. Of over 75-year-old 
persons, 42.6% lived alone and 34.9% lived in two-
person households. Thematic maps 7 and 8 reflect 
the proportion of households with younger and 
older members by counties. Table B and diagrams 
5 and 6 present the composition of households. 

 
Table B. Composition of households, 2000 
 

All households Households with under 18-year-old children 
households household members  households household members  

Composition  
of household 

number % number % number % number % 
         
All households 582 089 100.0 1 354 193 100.0 191 463 100.0 697 135 100.0 
Non-family household 213 362 36.7 235 287 17.4 4 179 2.2 10 695 1.5 

one-person household 195 119 33.5 195 119 14.4 - - - - 
multi-person household 18 243 3.2 40 168 3.0 4 179 2.2 10 695 1.5 

One-family household 358 201 61.5  1065 374 78.7 17 7946 92.9 638 132 91.5 
married couple 214 028 36.8 668 696 49.4 98 461 51.4 387 666 55.6 
cohabiting couple 58 587 10.0 178 157 13.2 31 098 16.2 116 514 16.7 
lone parent 85 586 14.7 218 521 16.1 48 387 25.3 133 952 19.2 

Multi-family household 10 526 1.8 53 532 3.9 9 338 4.9 48 308 7.0 
 
Although non-family households accounted for 
more than one third of all households, they 
included only 17.4% of all household members. 
Non-family household refers besides one-person 
households also to those multi-person households 
the members of which are not related to one 
another as spouses, cohabitants or as a parent and 
a child. Very few households with under 18-year-
old children were non-family households. An 
overwhelming majority (78.7%) of private 
household members lived in one-family households. 
About half of all household members and 55.6% of 
household members with children lived in a one-
family household of a married couple. In Estonia, 
there are only less than 2% of multi-family 
households, i.e. households including two couples, 
one couple and a lone parent with child(ren), etc.  

Thematic maps 5 and 6 show the proportion  
of one-family and multi-family households in 
administrative units. 
Persons younger than 18 years of age divided by 
the household status as follows: 
• living with both parents — 70.3%; 
• living with one parent — 24.4%; 
• living with other relatives or non-relatives — 

3.7%; 
• living alone or in an institutional household — 

1.3%. 
The status was not determined in the case of 0.3% 
of under 18-year-old persons. 
Only one third of households included under 18-
year-old children. The proportion of households 
with children was slightly larger in rural 
municipalities than in cities. 

 
Table C. Households with under 18-year-old children by number of children, 2000 
 

Total Estonia  Cities  Rural municipalities  Number of under 18-year-old children  
number % number % number % 

       

All households with under 18-year-old children  191 463 100.0 131 256 100.0 60 207 100.0 
with 1 child 108 552 56.7 82 000 62.5 26 552 44.1 
with 2 children 63 695 33.3 41 161 31.4 22 534 37.4 
with 3 children 14 562 7.6 6 569 5.0 7 993 13.3 
with 4 children 3 191 1.7 1 106 0.8 2 085 3.5 
with 5 or more children 1 463 0.7 420 0.3 1 043 1.7 

 
The distribution of households with under 18-year-
old children by the number of children was fairly 
different for cities and rural municipalities 
(table C). There were 62.5% of households with one 
child in cities and only 44.1% in rural 
municipalities. The proportion of households with 
many children was considerably larger in rural 
municipalities than in cities. Households with 
children included on an average 1.57 children: 
1.45 in cities and 1.82 in rural municipalities. 

The Census data allow to examine households by 
the socio-economic status of their members. In the 
2000 Population Census the economically active 
population was determined on the basis of a 
reference period of one week. Moreover, the 
residents were asked about their main source of 
subsistence during the last 12 months. This enabled 
to divide persons into those living mainly from 
labour income and dependants. 
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Table D. Households by economic activity of their members, 2000  
(percentages)  
 

All households  Households in cities  Households in rural 
municipalities 

 Economic activity of  
household members 

households in which 
members 

households in which 
members 

households  in which 
members 

       
All households 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Households with employed members  62.4 74.2 65.0 76.3 56.6 69.9 

with 1 employed member 35.6 35.3 37.0 35.9 32.5 34.1 
with 2 employed members 23.2 32.6 24.2 33.6 21.1 30.4 
with 3 or more employed members 3.6 6.3 3.8 6.8 3.0 5.4 

Households with unemployed members  13.4 16.9 13.2 16.5 13.8 17.5 
including no employed members 6.4 6.4 6.0 5.8 7.4 7.6 

Only with economically inactive 
members  

30.6 19.1 28.2 17.5 35.7 22.4 

including pensioners 25.3 15.7 23.0 14.3 30.5 18.6 
Economic activity of members unknown 0.6 0.3 0.8 0.4 0.3 0.1 

 
62.4% of households included employed members. 
About three quarters of private household members 
lived in such households. Households with 
unemployed members formed 13.4%. 6.4% of 
households had unemployed but no employed 
members. It should be considered here that in the 
year 2000, when the Census was conducted, the 
unemployment rate of the re-independent Estonia 
was the largest. 30.6% of households included only 
economically inactive members, most of them 
included at least one pensioner. In cities there were 
more households with employed members and less 
with unemployed and inactive members than in 
rural municipalities. Thematic maps 9 and 10 show 
the proportion of households with employed and 
unemployed members in counties. Diagram 16 
shows the share of private household population by 
economic activity and by person’s status in the 
household.  
Households with employed members were, as a 
rule, larger — more than a half of them included at 
least three members (diagram A). Nearly one third 

(32.1%) of households with unemployed member(s) 
but no employed member(s) were one-person 
households and another third (31%) were 
households with two members. Almost two thirds of 
households consisting of only economically inactive 
members were one-person households. 
The proportion of households with employed 
members was the largest among households with 
four or five members, which most often included 
many employed members, and the smallest in 
households with one or two members (diagram 13). 
The proportion of households with employed 
members was large among households including 
couples with children and multi-family households 
(diagram 14). There were considerably more 
households with non-employed members among 
households including couples without children, as a 
large proportion of these couples were older people 
whose children lived separately from their parents. 
Diagram 15 presents the composition of households 
including unemployed members. 

 
Diagram A. Households by size and economic activity of their members, 2000 
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394,454 (29.1%) of household members were 
dependants. These were persons who recorded 
“maintained by other persons” as their main 
source of subsistence. 80.5% of dependants were 
under 20 years old, 6.1% were 20–24 years old and 
13.4% were aged 25 years and older. The 
unemployed and those non-working persons who 
did not meet the criteria of an unemployed person 
accounted for the largest proportion of the 
dependants who were not studying. In general, 
pensioners were not considered dependants. 
Households with dependant members numbered 
240,601 and their percentage distribution by the 
number of dependants in the household was as 
follows: 
 
 Households in which 

members
   
All households 100.0 100.0 
Households with dependent 
members 

41.3 59.7 

with 1 dependant 22.5 25.9 
with 2 dependants 13.1 21.6 
with 3 dependant 4.3 8.6 
with 4 or more dependants 1.4 3.6 

 
Households with dependent members included on 
an average 1.64 dependants: 1.55 in cities and 1.85 
in rural municipalities. The thematic map 11 
presents the proportion of households with 
dependent members in counties. Nearly 46,000 
households with dependent members included no 
members living mainly from labour income, 13,000 
of these were one-person households. In the rest of 
households, the number of dependants exceeded the 
number of members living mainly from labour 
income in the case of 29.7% of households, these 
numbers were equal in the case of 43.1% of 
households and the number of dependants was 
smaller than the number of members living mainly 
from labour income in the case of 27.2% of 
households. 
 
Households by the 1922 and 1934 Population 
Censuses 
 
The Census data of the 1922 and 1934 Population 
Censuses picture the composition of households in 
Estonia somewhat differently. In 1922 households 
consisting of only relatives were observed. Persons 
living separately from their household were also 
considered members of the household if maintained 
by that household. The 1934 Population Census 
defined the household on the basis of the economic 
ties existing between persons. All persons, 

including family members of the head of the 
household as well as other persons, such as 
servants, boarders, under-tenants, etc., who shared 
food expenditures were considered a household. 
There were also some differences in the treatment 
of the composition of households and persons living 
alone. In the 1934 and 2000 Censuses households 
were defined in a similar way. The only difference 
was that the data of the 1934 Census referred to de 
facto population, while in the 2000 Census the data 
referred to the resident population. 

The 1922 Population Census enumerated 234,340 
households (families) with two or more members in 
the Estonian territory of that time and 142,683 one-
person households, including persons living in 
institutions and dormitories. In 1922, 87.1% of the 
total population lived in households with two or 
more members consisting, on an average, of 4.1 
members. 

The 1934 Census enumerated 268,493 households 
with two or more members and 77,001 one-person 
households. In addition, 19,469 persons lived in 
institutions and dormitories, 8,061 of these persons 
served in defence forces. Households with two or 
more members consisted, on an average, of 3.9 
members. 92.1% of the total population lived in the 
last mentioned households. Table E presents the 
distribution of households by size. 
 
Table E. Size of households with two or more 
members, 1934 
 

Size of household1 Households  Household members
number % number % 

   
All households 
with two or more 
members 

268 493 100.0 1 040 724 100.0

with 2 members 68 526 25.5 137 052 13.2
with 3 members 64 675 24.1 194 025 18.6
with 4 members 53 192 19.8 212 768 20.4
with 5 members 37 175 13.8 185 875 17.9
with 6 members 22 301 8.3 133 806 12.8
with 7 members 11 989 4.5 83 923 8.1
with 8 or more 
members 

10 635 4.0 93 275 9.0

 
 
Number and composition of households with 
two or more members in 1959–2000 
 
In the former Soviet Union, only families and not 
households were enumerated in the census. Family 
referred to persons who lived together, who were 
related either by blood or by marriage and who 
shared a joint budget.  

 
 

 

1 Including heads of household who were temporarily away from their household.  
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Separately living family members1 and persons 
living alone2 were considered separate categories 
of residents. The definition of the family used in the 
previous censuses differed from the definition of the 
(private) household used in the 2000 Census mainly 
by two following characteristics:  

1) the family had to include at least two persons, 
while only one person was also considered a 
(private) household, 

2) the family included only blood relatives and 
relatives by marriage, while household 
members need not to be related with one 
another. 

Family in the abovementioned meaning has been 
considered to be generally corresponding to the 
household with many members enumerated in the 
2000 Census. The 2000 Census showed that most 
multi-person households consisted of only relatives. 
Only 5,324 households included persons who were 

not related with one another. Such households 
accounted for 0.9% of all households and for 1.4% 
of multi-person households. 0.6% of all household 
members and 0.7% of multi-person household 
members were not related. About 1,900 households 
consisted of only non-related persons, most of these 
households consisted of two members. The number 
of non-related household members was the largest 
among 16–30-year-olds. Considering the aforesaid, 
the Soviet-time family hereinafter has been 
regarded as a household comprising more than one 
member, which regardless of some differences 
allows to observe the general changes in the 
number, size and composition of households in the 
years 1959–2000. One-person households have 
been left out from the comparison with the previous 
years, as it is not possible to exclude directly the 
inhabitants of institutions from persons living alone 
as well as from separately living family members3.  

 
Table F. Households with two or more members 
 

 1959 1970 1979 1989 2000 
   
Households with two or more members 308 613 357 687 394 425 426 843 386 970 
Household members 956 344 1 124 927 1 218 814 1 328 797 1 159 074 
Share of household members in total population, % 80.3 83.0 83.2 84.9 84.6 
Average size of a household 3.10 3.15 3.09 3.11 3.00 

 
Although the number of households and household 
members has changed significantly in forty years, 
the average size of a multi-person household during 
this period has remained more or less around 3.1 
members (table F). This indicator decreased only in 
2000. The steady increase in the number of 
households from 1959 to 1989, and the following 
decrease in 2000 occurred almost simultaneously 
with the changes in the number of household 

members. The thematic map 4 shows the decline in 
the number of households with two or more 
members in counties between the 1989 and 2000 
censuses.  

In the last forty years the number of households 
with two members has been the largest among 
multi-person households (table G, diagram B). 
Their number has increased steadily since 1959.  

 
Table G. Size of households with two or more members  
(percentages) 
 

Size of household 1959 1970 1979 1989 2000 
  
All households with two or more members 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
with 2 members 39.4 35.1 36.7 38.2 42.6 
with 3 members 30.0 30.9 30.9 27.6 28.3 
with 4 members 18.5 23.0 23.0 23.7 20.0 
with 5 members 7.8 7.9 6.8 7.4 6.4 
with 6 or more members 4.3 3.1 2.6 3.1 2.7 
 
 
 
 
1 Persons, who were permanently living separately from their family but who had regular material ties with their family as 

well as family members who were temporarily living separately from their family, were defined as separately living family 
members. 

2 Persons, who had no family or who had a family but lived permanently separately from their family and who did not share a 
joint budget or did not have material ties with their family, were defined as persons living alone. 

3 Estimates can be made on the basis of sources of subsistence. 
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Diagram B. Size of households with two or more members, 1959–2000 
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The mentioned growth has occurred on account of 
couples without children1, lone parents with 
child(ren)2 and other households with different 
composition. The number of households of lone 
parents decreased somewhat only after 1989.  
The number of households with three members 
grew in 1959–1979. After that their number 
decreased slightly caused by the significant decline 
in the number of couples with one child. In the 
years 1979–1989 the mentioned decline was 
connected with the addition of the second child, i.e. 
the fourth member into the household, however, 
after 1989 it resulted from the steep decline of the 
birth rate. The considerable decrease in the number 

of households with four members after 1989 was 
mainly caused by the decrease in the number of 
married or cohabiting couples, who had two 
children, from 79,352 to 58,561. After the 1989 
Census also the number of large households 
decreased rapidly — the number of households 
consisting of five members fell from 31,525 to 
24,683 (21.7%) and the number of households with 
six and more members fell from 13,360 to 10,369 
(22.4%).  
Table H presents the distribution of households 
with two or more members by composition of the 
household. Both married and cohabiting couples 
with and without children have been observed here. 

 
Table H. Composition of households with two or more members  
 

Composition of household 1970 1979 1989 2000 
     

Absolute numbers     
All households with two or more members 357 687 394 425 426 843 386 970 

married or cohabiting couple 244 255 273 481 282 074 250 151 
couple with other person(s)3 38 983 36 562 38 804 28 265 
two or more couples with or without other persons 4 107 5 749 8 264 3 245 
mother or father with child(ren) 52 661 61 570 73 794 70 639 
mother or father with child(ren) and one of the child’s 
mother’s or father’s parents 

9 9204 7 002 8 744 6 185 

other household 7 761 10 061 15 163 28 4855 
Percentages  
All households with two or more members 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

married or cohabiting couple 68.3 69.3 66.1 64.6 
couple with other person(s) 10.9 9.3 9.1 7.3 
two or more couples with or without other persons 1.1 1.5 1.9 0.8 
mother or father with child(ren) 14.7 15.6 17.3 18.3 
mother or father with child(ren) and one of the child’s 
mother’s or father’s parents 

2.8 1.8 2.0 1.6 

other household 2.2 2.5 3.6 7.4 
 
 

1 Couples refer to both married and cohabiting couples. 
2 If the age of the child has not been specified, then children of all ages, including grown-up children, have been referred to 

here and hereinafter. 
3 Other persons include also lone parents with child(ren). Although the classification of households of the 2000 Census 

defines only those persons who are not included in the family nucleus as an other person, for the purpose of comparison 
the classification of households (families) of previous years has been adopted in the table H. 

4 Households include besides parents also other relatives. 
5 Including over 10,000 households which included besides the lone parent and child(ren) also other persons (besides the 

parent of a lone parent) or other lone parents; more than 16,000 households consisted of relatives who did not form a 
family nucleus and about 1,900 households consisted of only non-relatives. 
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In the years 1970–2000 households consisting of 
one married or cohabiting couple prevailed. After 
1979 their share decreased. The number of 
households consisting of two or more couples was 
small in the period under observation, in 2000 their 
share fell below 1%. Together with the fall in the 
number of households consisting of one couple, the 
share of lone-parent households grew. Most lone-
parent households have appeared upon the death of 
the spouse or as a result of the breaking up of the 
family. In 2000, 33.9% of all lone parents were 
divorced, 24.9% were widowed and 18.3% were 
legally married but separated. Of lone parents with 
under 18-year-old children, 36.7% were divorced, 
8.7% were widowed and 22% were separated. 
Compared to previous years there was a growth in 
the number of households with other composition.  
In 2000 only half of multi-person households 
included minor (under 18-year-old) children. The 
proportion of households with children has 
decreased steadily since 1979. In 1979 the share of 
households with under 18-year-old children of all 

multi-person households was 59.1%, 56.7% in 1989 
and only 49.5% in 2000. The number and 
proportion of households with younger children 
have declined rapidly (diagram 7). The number of 
multi-person households in 2000 and 1979 was 
more or less the same, however, in 2000 the 
number of households including under 8-year-old 
children accounted for 61.9% and the number of 
households with under 1-year-old children 
accounted for only 56.2% of the 1979 level. This 
resulted from the steep decline in the birth rate in 
the 1990s. The proportion of households including 
one child decreased between 1979 and 1989, while 
the proportion of households including many 
children increased (table I). An opposite trend 
occurred after the year 1989 — by 2000 the 
proportion of households including one child had 
increased to 56.7% and the proportion of 
households including two children had decreased to 
33.3%, the proportion of households with three or 
more children remained near the 1989 level (10.0% 
in 2000) (diagram 8).  

 
Table I. Households with under 18-year-old children by number of children 
 

Households, number  Households, percentages Number of under 18-year-old  
children in the household 1979 1989 2000 1979 1989 2000 
    

All households with children 233 139 241 850 191 463 100.0 100.0 100.0 
with 1 child 130 641 122 519 108 552 56.0 50.7 56.7 
with 2 children 82 806 94 234 63 695 35.5 39.0 33.3 
with 3 children 15 144 19 480 14 562 6.5 8.0 7.6 
with 4 children 2 996 3 642 3 191 1.3 1.5 1.7 
with 5 or more children 1 552 1 975 1 463 0.7 0.8 0.7 

 
Between the last two censuses the number of under 
18-year-old children decreased in households with 
many members by 88,279 or 22.4% At the same 
time the total number of household members fell 
12.8%. The number of under 18-year-old children 
was the largest in households consisting of four 
members (diagram 9). As a result of the decrease in 
the number of children and increase in the 
proportion of lone-parent households, after 1989 
the proportion of children in households consisting 

of four members fell and the proportion of children 
living in households consisting of two or three 
members grew. About two thirds of under 18-year-
old children lived in households including a 
married or cohabiting couple but no other persons 
(diagram 10). Compared to 1989 the proportion of 
children living in households of married and 
cohabiting couples has decreased and the 
proportion of children living in lone-parent 
households has increased.  

 
Table J. Households with two or more members by ethnic nationality of members 
(percentages) 
 

Ethnic nationality of household members 1970 1979 1989 2000
 

Households with two or more members 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Mono-ethnic 86.4 84.2 82.7 83.8

Estonians 65.0 59.6 56.2 61.5
Russians 18.6 22.0 23.8 20.6
other nationalities 2.8 2.6 2.7 1.7

Multi-ethnic  13.6 15.8 17.3 15.6
Ethnic nationality of at least one 
household member is unknown 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6

 
Also the ethnic composition of households has 
changed (table J). The proportion of households 
including members of the same ethnic nationality 
fell until 1989. The proportion of households 
consisting of members of only Estonian nationality 
decreased especially rapidly caused by the large 

immigration of the population from different 
regions of the Soviet Union. The out-migration of 
non-Estonians after the 1989 Population Census 
increased the proportion of Estonian households. 
The total proportion of mono-ethnic households 
grew slightly.  

 



Diagramm 1. Leibkonnad suuruse järgi, 2000
Diagram 1. Households by size, 2000

Diagramm 2. Leibkonnad linnades ja valdades suuruse järgi, 2000
Diagram 2. Households in cities and rural municipalities by size, 2000
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Diagramm 3. Leibkonnad liikmete rahvuse järgi, 2000
Diagram 3. Households by ethnic nationality of members, 2000

Diagramm 4. Leibkonnad maakondades liikmete rahvuse järgi, 2000
Diagram 4. Households in counties by ethnic nationality of members, 2000
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Diagramm 5. Leibkonnad koosseisu järgi, 2000
Diagram 5. Households by composition, 2000

Diagramm 6. Kahe ja enama liikmega leibkonnad koosseisu järgi, 2000
Diagram 6. Households with by composition, 2000two or more members
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Diagramm 7. Lastega leibkonnad, 1989, 2000
Diagram 7. Households with children, 1989, 2000
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Diagramm 8. Alla 18-aastaste lastega leibkonnad laste arvu järgi, 1989, 2000
Diagram 8. Households with children aged under 18 by number of children, 1989, 2000
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Diagramm 9. Alla 18-aastased lapsed leibkonna suuruse järgi, 1989, 2000
Diagram 9. Children aged under 18 by size of household, 1989, 2000

Diagramm 10. Alla 18-aastased lapsed leibkonna koosseisu järgi, 1989, 2000
Diagram 10. Children aged under 18 by composition of household, 1989, 2000
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Diagramm 11. Ühe liikmega leibkondade liikmed soo ja vanuse järgi, 2000
Diagram 11. Members of one-person households by sex and age, 2000

Diagramm 12. Institutsioonleibkondade liikmed soo ja institutsiooni tüübi järgi, 2000
Diagram 12. Members of institutional households by sex and type of institution, 2000
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Diagramm 13. Leibkonnad suuruse ja töötavate liikmete arvu järgi, 2000
Diagram 13. Households by size and number of employed members, 2000

Diagramm 14. Leibkonnad koosseisu ja töötavate liikmete arvu järgi, 2000
Diagram 14. Households by composition and number of employed members, 2000
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Diagramm 15. Töötute liikmetega leibkonnad koosseisu järgi, 2000
Diagram 15. Households with unemployed members by composition, 2000

Diagramm 16. Leibkonnaliikmed majandusliku aktiivsuse ja isiku staatuse järgi leibkonnas
(15-aastased ja vanemad), 2000

Diagram 16. Household members by economic activity and person's status in the household
(persons aged 15 and older), 2000
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